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What is claimed is: 



1 . A system for executing a function in a second process from a first process, comprising a 
function controller, the function controller: 

allocating space in a second process from a first process; 

writing a stub function into the allocated space in the second process; 

passing a single parameter to the stub function written into the allocated space in the 
second process, the single parameter identifying the function within the second process to 
execute, and at least one parameter required by the function to execute. 

2. The system of claim 1 , wherein the function controller returns the result of execution of 
the function to execute to the first process. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the first process controlsthe second process. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the function within the second process to execute 
requires a plurality of parameters. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the single parameter passed to the stub function 
comprises a pointer to a location in memory in the second process. 

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the location in memory comprises an address, the address 
comprising the location of the function to execute in the second process. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the address comprises tie location of at least one 
parameter required by the fimction to execute. 

8. The system of claim 1 , wherein the result of executing the function to execute is returned 
to the first process. 

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the result of executing the fimction to execute is returned 
to the first process by providing a pointer to the first process, the pointer pointing to stored data, 
the stored data comprising the result of executing the function to execute. 
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1 0. The system of claim 9, wherein the pointer points to memory in the second process. 

11. A method for executing a function within a second process from a first process, the 
method comprising: 

allocating space within the second process; 

writing a stub function into the allocated space within the second process; 

identifying to the stub function the function in the second process to execute by passing 
information to the stub function. 

12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the information passed to the stub function comprises 
an address in memory within the second process. 

13. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the function in the second process to be executed by the 
stub function in the second process is identified by providing a pointer to a location in memory 
in the second process at which the function to be executed is stored. 

1 4. The method of claim 1 3, wherein at least one parameter required by the function to be 
executed is identified by providing an offset from the location in memory at which the function 
to be executed is stored. 

1 5. The method of claim 13, further comprising receiving from the stub function in the 
second process a result of executing the function identified by the pointer to the location in 
memory. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 3, wherein the first process controls the second process by 
executing the stub function. 

1 7. The method of claim 13, wherein the stub function is executed by creating a thread in the 
second process to execute the stub function. 

18. A computer-readable medium including computer-executable instructions to execute a 
function within a second process from a first process by : 
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allocating space within the second process; 

writing a stub function into the allocated space within the second 



process;. 



identifying to the stub function a function to execute in the second process by passing the 
stiib function a single parameter, the parameter comprising a pointer to an address in memory in 
the second process. 

1 9. The computer-readable medium of claim 1 8. further comprising receiving from the stub 
function a result of executing the function in the second process. 

20. The computer-readable medium of claim 18, wherein the function to execute requires a 
plurality of input parameters. 

21. The computer-readable medium of claim 20. wherein the sub function initializes the 
plurality of input parameters to values located at specified offsets from the address in memory 
pointed to by the pointer. 

22. The computer-readable medium of claim 19. wherein tiie result of executing the function 
m the second process is stored at a location received from the stiib function as a output 
parameter. 
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